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he began to be known as " The Boy Alderman *\ He took
his duties very seriously, attending all the meetings, serving
on many committees, and using the Council, so far as
possible, to further the big social reforms which he had so
much at heart.
Politically Lloyd George was now a follower of Tom Ellis,
and a believer in Welsh Home Rule. Although not him-
self in the House of Commons, there was no other Welsh-
man, Ellis alone exceptcd, at that time, who wielded an
influence comparable with his. In 1889 he was chosen to
second a resolution in favour of Disestablishment at a
great meeting of the Welsh National Council, addressed
by Sir William Harcourt; and he seems to have impressed
the brilliant Liberal leader, himself always a bonny fighter,
no less than he did the ordinary men and women of Wales,
It is perhaps no exaggeration to say that not more was
expected of Joseph Chamberlain and John Morley when in
middle age they entered Parliament, the one rich in fame
as civic reformer, the other no less rich in fame as man of
letters, than was expected of the Welsh village lad who
now, at the age of twenty-six, with no education save that
of an old-fashioned Church school, and with not a single
influential or wealthy friend to lend him a helping hand,
stood on the threshold of one of the most brilliant Parlia-
mentary careers in British history.
The opportunity which Lloyd George and his admirers
had for some time been looking for came sooner than was
expected, owing to the death of Mr, Swetenham, the Tory
Member for Caernarvon Boroughs, It was only at the
last General Election that the constituency had reverted to
Conservatism after being for a brief period represented by
Liberals. What the issue of the bye-election would be,
no man could tell There is no longer a constituency of
Caernarvon Boroughs, for ic has been merged in the wider